From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu 
Subject: BA archives what/where/how? 
Message-ID: <199508171550.LAA12211@ccO1du.unity.ncsu.edu> 
To refresh me memory grey matters a bit. 
1. Where are the official BA archives located? 
ftp 
http 
2. How are things put into the archives? 
3. Who is in charge of updating/adding to the archives? 
name 
email 


4. What kinds of things should go into the archives? 


5. What kinds of things are folks interested in SEEING go into 
the archives? 


historical stuff 
manuals 


(you fill in the blank here) 


My reason for asking this and seeing what others may want to put up 
there perhaps is that I have a whole doodlesquatiepottie full of 
electronic on-line stuff that is overflowing me tiny 386 BA box, 

that if anyone wants it, I need to clear off disk space, so am wont 
to do it now. I have a bunch of stuff that I have been collecting up 
for some 10 years or so, and perhaps it is time to dump it somewhere 
officially. There are proceedings from our BA/Homebrew/Vintage SIG 

in our club, stuff I have written, things I have put up for reference, 
etc. So, I need to clear off me disk and make an official repository 
dump ox dump to the bit bucket in the sky. Wat sa de ol' BA grp IMI 


73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil (Larry Keith ) 
Subject: BA Cleaner (tm) 

Message-ID: <199508171948.0AA16287@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 


In your message of 17 Aug 1995 at 1312 EDT, you write: 

> I have even known it to clean out some boatanchorites too! Of course, here 
> in Tennessee, we buy an industrial version in quantity in poly milk jugs. 
> Just leave the money on the old stump and come back a few hours later; a 

> big bottle of BA-Cleaner (tm) will be there. Jack Daniels also works well 
> to clean Collins or Drake gear and is an excellent lubricant for 

> purchasing boatanchors too. 

> 

> 

> 


73, Barry WA4VZQ ornitz@eastman.com 


Note, however, that the best quality BA-cleaner is made just across 
the Virginia state line in Scott County, Virginia. At least, I think 
one of my cousins is still totin' 100 lb bags of sugar through the 
woods. 


Barry, you have me convinced to seek out the local supplier of BA 
Cleaner and do a comparison test.. Georgia vs Tennessee vs Virginia 
variations should prove interesting.. I promise a full report upon 
completion of the tests. If anyone would like to contribute other 
local samples, I would be pleased to report upon those, also. But, it 
may take a while.. 


13% 


Larry, KQ4BY 
lakeith@robins.af.mil 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: ejz@nosc.mil (Edward J. Zeranski) 

Subject: Re: BA Cleaner (tm) 

Message-ID: <9508172019.AA09444@manta.nosc.mil> 


>> 

>Note, however, that the best quality BA-cleaner is made just across 
>the Virginia state line in Scott County, Virginia. At least, I think 
>one of my cousins is still totin' 100 lb bags of sugar through the 
>woods. 

> 

>Barry, you have me convinced to seek out the local supplier of BA 
>Cleaner and do a comparison test.. Georgia vs Tennessee vs Virginia 


>variations should prove interesting.. I promise a full report upon 
>completion of the tests. If anyone would like to contribute other 
>local samples, I would be pleased to report upon those, also. But, it 
>may take a while.. 
> 
>73, 
> 
>Larry, KQ4BY 
>lakeith@robins.af.mil 
> 
> Is there any way that we could get a copy of the test plan? I hear 
there are manufacturers in Westmorland county, Northern Neck, also. 

Ed Zeranski ejz@marlin.nosc.mil, work 

ezeran@powergrid.electriciti.com, home 
Wooden Boats, Tube Receivers, Rusty Old Trucks, The Good Stuff! 


This is a private opinion or statement and is nobody's fault but mine. No 
person,employer,or govt.should try to take credit for it! 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: David Moody <MOODY@Admin. Rose-Hulman. Edu> 
Subject: Re: BA Cleaner (tm) 

Message-ID: <Q1HU606M58988Y4YZD@Admin. Rose-Hulman. Edu> 


>Note, however, that the best quality BA-cleaner is made just across 
>the Virginia state line in Scott County, Virginia. At least, I think 
>one of my cousins is still totin' 100 lb bags of sugar through the 
>woods. 


I used to live in Roanoke, VA back in 84-85, and I knew a guy who could 
get me all of the moon4H4H4H4HBA Cleaner (tm) that I could want. It was 
really good stuff too. It would clean anyone4H4H4Hthing out. Worked 

very well, but you had to watch out for the hangov*4H*H4H4HAH“4Hresidue left 
by it. 


When it comes to cleaning BAs, I personally start with the weak stuff, H20, 
and get progressively stronger based on what gunk wouldn't come off. It 
is more work, but you aren't as likely to ruin as large an area if a 
cleaner or solvent is too harsh for something. The important thing is, 

if you get something wet, dry it off as soon as your are done cleaning it. 
I found you could clean up Motorola 41Vs with a garden hose and heat lamp, 
and usually not have to replace any components when done! 


And as with anything else, your mileage may vary, dealer prep, title, tax 
and licenses not included, etc., blah blah, don't blame me and so on. 


73, David Moody, KD8NY 


David A. Moody | E-mail: David.Moody@Rose-Hulman.edu 
Admin. Programmer/Analyst | Finger: mgrdam@crux.Rose-Hulman.edu 
Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech. | Amateur Call: KD8NY (CW QRP) ex-WB9MMD 
Terre Haute, IN USA 47803 | (VMS Rules!!! (but RSTS was fun.)) 

Wk Ph: 812.877.8183 

Any facts expressed within belong to everybody. 

Any opinions expressed within are my own and are not 

necessarily the same as my employer, family, friends, etc. 

It is up to you to know the difference. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com> 

Subject: Re: BA Cleaner (tm) 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950817164007 .11868B-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


On Thu, 17 Aug 1995, Larry Keith wrote: 


Barry, you have me convinced to seek out the local supplier of BA 
Cleaner and do a comparison test.. Georgia vs Tennessee vs Virginia 
variations should prove interesting.. I promise a full report upon 
completion of the tests. If anyone would like to contribute other 
local samples, I would be pleased to report upon those, also. But, it 
may take a while.. 


VV VV VV 


I propose we add S.C., N.C. and Kentucky versions in the test too and 
that the test be conducted in someone's camper at the upcoming Shelby 
hamfest. I will volunteer to get the toxic waste permit if I can bea 
tester! 

73, Barry WA4VZQ orxrnitz@eastman.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: "Rhett T. George" <rtg@ee.duke.edu> 

Subject: BA Cleaner <tm> 

Message-ID: <199508172036.QAA94752@ee. duke. edu> 


The remark about the 100 lb bags of sugar reminded me of the fact 
that much notice was given to those folk who bought sugar in large 
quantities. To reduce suspicion, sugar was sometimes obtained 
discreetly. But luck ran out on one group in NC. 


Alas. The best production of BA Cleaner <tm> in North Carolina was 
broken up some years ago by the infernal revenooers. It was a 100 
man operation; 2 tended the production equipment and 98 unwrapped 
cubes of sugar from Howard Johnson Restaurants. 


Cheers and (hic) 73 Rhett - KE4HIH 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: BA Cleaner <tm> 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950817173828 .21366A-100000@clark.net> 


On Thu, 17 Aug 1995, Rhett T. George wrote: 


> 
> =EQThe remark about the 100 lb bags of sugar reminded me of the fact 
> that much notice was given to those folk who bought sugar in large 

> quantities. To reduce suspicion, sugar was sometimes obtained 
> discreetly. 


About 20 years ago, I was on a surveillance of a print shop in a strip 

mall down in East Tennessee where a suspect was believed to be making 
counterfeit $20 FRN's (he was). Just before sunrise, I saw two men 

loading what appeared to be 50 pound bags of sugar into a van. I summoned 
my BATF colleagues (after all, why should I have to be sitting out there 
all by myself at 4:00 AM?) and they came quick like bunnies. The joke was 
on me (them?) since as it turned out, the sugar sacks were full of coal.=20 
No boatanchor cleaner there! =20 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: adumas1@ix.netcom.com (Andrew Dumas) 

Subject: BA Wanted/For Sale List 

Message-ID: <199508171109.EAA20116@1x7.ix.netcom.com> 


Please get your additions/corrections/deletions to me by Friday morning 
for inclusion in the next next edition of the BA Wanted/For Sale List. 


73 


Andrew Dumas 

N1ITGC 

adumas1@ix.netcom.com (home) 
adumas@dbh.com (work) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu 

Subject: CWIST Friday Night Fist Function 

Message-ID: <199508171622 .MAA13512@ccO1du.unity.ncsu.edu> 


CWIST FRIDAY NIGHT FIST FUNCTION: 


The CWIST Friday Night Fist Function will meet again, for all youse 
Boatanchorites with a bent ta pound some brass, on the following 
frequencies and times: 


190200Z AUG 95 1812 khz <<<<< NOTE NEW QRG ‘‘top band is in'' 
190300Z AUG 95 7027 khz 
190400Z AUG 95 3527 khz 
190500Z AUG 95 1812 khz <<<<< NOTE NEW QRG *“*top band is in'' 


Call **CWIST IMI DE yourcall K'' or the standard generic form of 
““CQ CWIST DE yourcall K'' from about on the hour to five minutes 
after to attact other's attention, or just listen for others 
calling and respond. DO join in tho..... eee 


Dust off yer bottleburners an' straight shootin' irons an' have a go! 
(Bugs/keyers/keyboards also acceptable --- I won't tell if you don't). 
I will be around later (after 0500Z) on 1812khz or 3527khz for niteowls. 
Niteowls call periodically on any 10 minute tick and see who is around. 


73/SEEU/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: rohrwerk@netcom.com (John Seboldt) 

Subject: Drake SSR-1 Receiver 

Message-ID: <199508170509 .WAAOQ7459@netcom7.netcom. com> 


I have one of these in the shack... it was an inexpensive transistorized 
general coverage receiver with an interesting way to derive its 


heterodyne oscillators for all of its 1 MHz-wide bands in the HF 
spectrum. 


The tunable IF is 2-3 MHz -- pretty stable, too. Now, the heterodyne 
system... 


Preamp > Mixer > IF > Mixer > 2-3 MHz etc. 
a 44.5-45.5 MHz i tunable IF 
45.5- a 
75.5MHz s 
VFO a 
V AN 


Mixer > 42.5 MHz bandpass >+ 
N 


N 


Harmonics of 
1 MHz signal source (3-33 MHz) 


Now as you tune that front end VFO, it feeds the first mixer AND a mixer 
that also receives the harmonics of that 1 MHz source. From that mixer 
comes a (nominal) 42.5 MHz signal that converts the first IF down to the 
second (tunable) IF. Obviously, the effect of the drift of that oscillator 
will be cancelled out. 


How does it work? Birdies galore! Of course, all you have to do, they 
say, is rock that first oscillator a little bit and the birdies go away 
from your listening frequency. Ha. It's just a cheap way to avoid the 
need for 30 crystals. 


But the radio sounds pretty good when no birdies bother you, for its 
price. Lots of room inside, so it might be a nice shell to modify. 
Perhaps the circuit itself could be improved with double-balanced mixers, 
using a tuned circuit to select the right 1 MHz harmonic, or just adding 
some more crystal oscillators for selected bands. Not a very crunchproof 
design as it stands. Or maybe just keep the dial and some tuned circuits 
and redesign the whole thing :-). Selectivity about 3-4 kHz with ceramic 
filters at 455 kHz. 


An interesting transistor boatanchor, indeed. Not to be confused with 
the SPR-4 receiver, which has much more in common with the R-4 design. 


: John Seboldt rohrwerk@netcom.com / CW: It don't mean a thing 
Amateur radio KOJD... / if it ain't got that swing! 
Church of the Annunciation, / Di dah, di dah, di dah, di dah... 
Minneapolis / (sorry, Duke!) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan) 

Subject: Re: Drake SSR-1 Receiver 

Message-ID: <v02110103ac58fc4d757d@[140. 243 .30.128]> 


>Now as you tune that front end VFO, it feeds the first mixer AND a mixer 
>that also receives the harmonics of that 1 MHz source. From that mixer 
>comes a (nominal) 42.5 MHz signal that converts the first IF down to the 
>second (tunable) IF. Obviously, the effect of the drift of that oscillator 
>will be cancelled out. 


Isn't this a Wadley Loop? Same scheme as used in the Racal RA-17? 


Regards, 

-Steve 

Steve Byan internet: steve@hi.com 
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc. 

1601 Trapelo Road phone: (617) 890-0444 
Waltham, MA 02154 FAX: (617) 890-4998 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 

From: "Barry L. Ornitz" <ornitz@eastman.com> 

Subject: Ethanol and BA Cleaning 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.91.950817133224 .8069A-100000@dua150.kpt.emn.com> 


On Wed, 16 Aug 1995, Roberta J. Barmore wrote: 


> On Wed, 16 Aug 1995, Barry L. Ornitz wrote: 

> > Ethanol (ethyl alcohol, grain alcohol) will be difficult to find in 

> > purities greater than 95% (high test drinking stuff with the remainder 
> > being water) 

> 

> Am I wrong, or would this not be the infamous "EverCleer" that my pal 
> the photog uses for some cleaning applications when she can't find 

> the esoteric stuff? She points out that EverCleer can be found most 

> anywhere.... Is this a good or a bad sign for civilization? 


GOOD SIGN! Ethanol and water form a minimum boiling azeotrope at 
approximately 95% ethanol. Thus you cannot distill it to a higher 
concentration without adding a third component (like benzene) to break the 
azeotrope. Everclear is the azeotrope (95% or 190 proof). Pure ethanol 
is difficult to find except for laboratory chemical suppliers. Even then, 


unless you are willing to pay the high taxes, it must contain a denaturing 
agent. 


Everclear or even 100 proof vodka should be good for cleaning boatanchors. 
I have even known it to clean out some boatanchorites too! Of course, here 
in Tennessee, we buy an industrial version in quantity in poly milk jugs. 
Just leave the money on the old stump and come back a few hours later; a 
big bottle of BA-Cleaner (tm) will be there. Jack Daniels also works well 
to clean Collins or Drake gear and is an excellent lubricant for 
purchasing boatanchors too. 


73, Barry WA4VZQ oxrnitz@eastman.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: kevin@beacons.cts.com (Kevin Sanders) 

Subject: FS: Hammarlund HXL-ONE linear 

Message-ID: <mOsival-000Hv1C@beacons.cts.com> 


The Palomar Amateur Radio Club here in southern California would like 
to turn an old linear amplifier into some cash. It is a Hammarlund 
HXL-One, around 1965 vintage. It uses a pair of 572B tubes, grounded 
grid, and is good for 80-10 meters SSB and CW operation. It is in 
very good condition (maybe excellent, I haven't seen it). No major 
scratches, finish still shiny. Controls are clean, and power supply 
puts out the correct voltage (but not yet tested under load). The 
caps appear to be good. It comes with the original manual and even 
the original shipping carton. It has been boxed for several years. 
The club is asking $500. 


713% 


| 0 
Kevin Sanders, KN6FQ (SDG) | o, \_/ \_/ 
| o 


| 
| Try Boatanchors 
kevin@beacons.cts.com 


For A Real Lift 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: rolfe@DUETTO.1ldp.com 

Subject: Re: Give Me A Break 

Message-ID: <9508171317.AAQO55@DUETTO.1ldp.com> 


thaake@bsm2ee1.attmail.com (thaake) writes: 


Another ad that amazes me but I am sure it is class all the way is 
the ad for World Audio Design amps. The 300B (not sure if that's 
the tube type, sorry I mean valve or the model) anyway it is a 
triode 28 Watt push-pull amp, switchable feedback, unique driver 


VV VV 


VV VV VV 


transformers, dual choke supply, welded steel chassis, Wt. 44 lbs. 
$1,160 - valves and carriage extra. Ok, say that amp is too big 
well there's a 20 Watter (5881) for $540, a 17 Watter single-ended 
(5881) for $890, a 4 Watter single-ended (6080) for $525. I've 
always "felt" better with tube audio but I never had to take out a 
second mortgage to get it. These babies aren't stereo either. 


> Now, are the model numbers really the tube types? I know the 6080 


Vv 


and it has a 6AS7 brother that I think I have seen in some type of 
audio circuit maybe. The Audio Design amps sure look nice. 


Hi Tim, 


Any idea where to get more information on these puppies? 


Rolfe 

W3VH 

Rolfe Tessem | Lucky Duck Productions 
rolfe@ldp.com | 96 Morton Street 

(212) 463-0029 | New York, NY 10014 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Good Home looking for Drake R-4 or R-4B 
Message-ID: <9508171258 .AAQ6902@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


A Good Home is looking for a Drake R-4 (no suffix) or R-4B 


receiver which meets the following conditions: 


1) VGC to EC inside and outside 


2) Complete & all original (no missing or substituted parts, 
including knobs, cabinet screws, etc.) 


3) Fully functional with no hum, odd noises, scratchy pots, 
drifty PTO, etc. 


4) Original owners manual 


If you happen to have an MS-4 speaker to go with the receiver 


that's a definite plus, but not vital. 


a 


If you're close enough to the VA/MD/DC area to make pick-up 
viable option, that's also a definite plus (I live in northern 


Virginia, approximately 45 miles WNW of DC, and work in Falls 


Church, VA, about 10 miles from DC). 


Please e-mail a complete description of your receiver to me 
at pbock@melpar.esys.com, or telephone me at (703) 560-5000 ext. 
2062 (days) or (703) 882-4745 (evenings/weekends) . 


73, 
Paul, K4MSG 


KK KKK KK KK KK KKK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK 
Paul H. Bock, Jr. Principal Systems Engineer 

E-Systems/Melpar Div. Internet: pbock@melpar.esys.com 
Falls Church, VA Telephone: (703) 560-5000 x2062 


Given two waiting lines of equal length and a 50/50 
chance of choosing the fastest moving one, you will 
choose the slower one 80% of the time. 

KKK KKK KEK KKK KEKE KEKE KKK KKK KEK KK KKK 


+ + + FF FF OF 
+ + + + FF FF OF 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Heathkit Color TV - x**xFREExx!!! 

Message-ID: <9508171826.AA15285@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


A gentleman in Leesbug, VA, has a Heathkit GR-2001 Console 
Color TV set which he will give away to anyone who will come pick 
it up. Please call him at (703) 777-8504 as he does not have 
e-mail capability; ask for Hubbard C. Turner. 


Leesburg is located about 40 miles northwest of Washington, 
DC, and about 45 minutes xeastx of I-81. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken) 

Subject: re: homebrewing of cleaning fluid 

Message-ID: <m0sjC52-0018KGC@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca> 


Up here there is no moonshine culture (but there is a rum running culture... 

we have the Bromfman empire and and at least one other millionare who became 

great selling booze into the USA during their prohibition) and we don't quite 
trust such material. 


I saw an article recently about distilling ethyl alcohol for fuel that warned 


about choosing the materials that you make the still out of, not to mention 

the solder that you tie it all together with. An incorrectly constructed still 
will place fatal impurities into your production. I'd be afraid to start in 
that trade for fear of killing all my customers - being as I didn't have a 
great - great - great - grandfather to do the safety testing way back a 

hundred or more years ago. 


It hard to have fun any more. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 
Athabasca University : tuques we wear, our heads 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : are naked!" 

*xx tech@cs.athabascau.ca x*x* : - Arthur Black 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Subject: Lucky Devils 

Message-ID: <199508171340.JAA17693@altair.cs.unc.edu> 


after reading the Ker-Zap chonicles here, I am reminded of the old adage 
about God watching over fools, drunks, and boatanchorites. Whew - it is 
amazing there are any "boatanchors" subscribers left at all. 

Particularly folks like me who spent 15 years poking our hands into hot 
+5vde digital circuitry before returning to ham radio and serious 
electromotive forces. Did I tell you about the time I started to strip 
insulation from a wire with my teeth (as usual) and realized just in time 
that I had a hot 115vac line cord... 


Nick KD4CPL 
Best Performance To Date: 
+600vdc, back flip out of desk chair, degree of difficulty 2.4 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com 

Subject: RE>Lucky Devils 

Message-ID: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS> 


RE>Lucky Devils 8/17/95 
Alright, I can't resist- 
My mom disconnected the cord to her mixer, and it fell into the cake she was 
beating. She reached in and grabbed the cord, and placed it in her mouth to 
clean it off-- 
She found herself on the floor, bruised, and wondering why any intelligent 
person would do such a thing, especially after raising a son that was convinced 


he could tame the wild electrons. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: Re: Re. THE BIG ONE 

Message-ID: <199508170427 .AA21114@cruz.com> 


At 10:47 PM 8/16/95 -0500, Bob Wier wrote: 


Pikes 


one has to bear in mind the one of the early greats, Armstrong, 


>met his end when electrocuted in his lab... 


Bob, 


Have to make a little correction here... If you're referring to Edwin Howard 
Armstrong, inventor of the regenerative and superheterodyne circuits and of 
frequency modulation technologies, I'm afraid you're in error. Armstrong 
committed suicide on Feb 1, 1954, by jumping out of an upper-story window. 
Check any encyclopedia or reference work on radio pioneers, including 
"Empire of the Air" (PBS program or companion printed volume). 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: mallick@orion.crd.ge.com (John Mallick) 

Subject: Re: Re. THE BIG ONE 

Message-ID: <9508171326.AA13387@orion.crd.ge.com> 


VV VV VV VV VV VV NV 


At 10:47 PM 8/16/95 -0500, Bob Wier wrote: 
>... one has to bear in mind the one of the early greats, Armstrong, 
>met his end when electrocuted in his lab... 


Bob, 


Have to make a little correction here... If you're referring to Edwin Howard 
Armstrong, inventor of the regenerative and superheterodyne circuits and of 
frequency modulation technologies, I'm afraid you're in error. Armstrong 
committed suicide on Feb 1, 1954, by jumping out of an upper-story window. 
Check any encyclopedia or reference work on radio pioneers, including 
"Empire of the Air" (PBS program or companion printed volume). 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


VV VVV V 


Ross Hull, the ARRL VHF experimenter was the one who was electrocuted 
in the lab; I think he was working on an early version of a television 
set. 


73, John WALHNL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: Re: Re. THE BIG ONE 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508170956.B23000-0100000@indy2> 


Hi! 


On Wed, 16 Aug 1995, Bob Wier wrote: 
> one of the early greats, Armstrong, met his end when electrocuted in 
> his lab... 


Did he? For some reason, I'd always thought he dove out of a window, 
and that RCA's rather shabby takeover of his work on FM broadcasting was 
one of the reasons why. 


We *xdid* lose Ross Hull to a lab accident; he was working with 
homebrew TV gear, back before flybacks. He'd had a lot of trouble with 
leakage in the transformers he had been using for the HV on the pix tube, 
and had substituted a pole pig. The installation was a bit haywireed, 
with the on/off switch periliously close to the hot terminals on the big 
transformer, and one day, Ross reached without looking. 

Even though another ham who happened to be an M.D. was in the next 
room, and (1930s-type) CPR was administered within thirty seconds, Ross 
was gone. 


... Which is another reason not to use pole pigs, and a major 
factor in the disappearance of the breadboard. It was also the primary 
impetus for ARRL's "Switch To Safety" campaign. 

There xarex ways to do breadboarded gear in xrelativex safety; but it 
is not and cannot be made 100 percent safe, no matter how sharp you are. 
good breadboard practice inclues mounting the gear in a postion that 
cannot be idly reached, and xneverx messing with it if you're the least 
bit tired or sleepy. 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier) 

Subject: Re: Re. THE BIG ONE 

Message-ID: <199508171454 .AA00725@ns-1.csn.net> 


|Have to make a little correction here... If you're referring to Edwin Howard 
|Armstrong, inventor of the regenerative and superheterodyne circuits and of 
|frequency modulation technologies, I'm afraid you're in error. Armstrong 


|Bill VanAlstyne 
| N6FN 
|bill@cruz.com 


Bill - oops - I think you are right - I was quoting from memory (always a 
dangerous thing to do :-) 


Whom it is I was thinking about? It was someone pretty major, in the early days. 
I remember being shocked (to coin a phrase) when I read that was how he was 


killed. Not necessarily only connected (or evenly majorly) connected with radio... 


I'll have to dig out my notes when I get back to the office next week. 


THANKS 


===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ====== 
Bob Wier, keeper of the Photo-3D, Icom radio (WB5KXH), 
Overland Trails, and Motorola HC11 mailing lists 
wier@bobcat.etsu.edu 


currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation 
(this is a xhigh levelx system :-) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken) 

Subject: Re. THE BIG ONE 

Message-ID: <m0sj7Eg-0018KQC@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca> 


WB5KXH speculates on large currents locking the heart to account for the fact 
that a lot of net members didn't die years ago. This is valid but before 

any of us decide that the risk is less then we thought, we should all remember 
that most of these anecdotes involved wee sprouts in their teens, I'm 44 and 
have raced a bicycle for over 15 years I suspect that such a shock today might 
cause a heart attack. 


All my parts are a bit worn - just like those in my DX100. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 
Athabasca University : tuques we wear, our heads 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : are naked!" 

*xx tech@cs.athabascau.ca x*x* : - Arthur Black 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: jproc@worldlinx.com 

Subject: Re: Re. THE BIG ONE 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950817120200.jproc@> 


Dear BA's, 
Re: Edwin Armstrong 


I remember watching the PBS show Empire of the Air. Edwin Armstrong committed 
suicide by leaping from a 12th floor hotel window because he was so 
despondent in loosing patent rights and his fight with David Saranoff. His 
widow went to court after his death and managed to secure back his patents. 
Edwin's death was in vain. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc, VE3FAB 

Radio Restoration Volunteer 
HMCS Haida 

E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com 
Toronto, Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: tech@cs.athabascau.ca (Richard Loken) 

Subject: Re. THE BIG ONE -oops 

Message-ID: <m0sj7fg-0018KRC@aupair.cs.athabascau.ca> 


I have NOT raced a bicycle in over 15 years. If I had I would probably be 
under the illusion that I would live for ever. 


And divorced since bicycle racing involves a maybe 20 hours a week just riding 
the bicycle and my wife wouldn't like that much. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 
Athabasca University : tuques we wear, our heads 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : are naked!" 

xx tech@cs.athabascau.ca xx : - Arthur Black 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: pbock@melpar.esys.com (Paul H. Bock) 

Subject: Thanks, Hank! 

Message-ID: <9508172010.AA17481@syseng1.se.melpar.esys.com> 


Just a word of thanks to Hank van Cleef for putting together 
a nice general set of cleaning guidelines in one posting (I was 
losing track of all the various and sundry opinions/experiences 
posted on the subject of cleaning agents). 


The steel wool warning is especially germane: In the Navy, 
neither steel wool nor emory paper was allowed in an electronics 
shop - crocus cloth was OK, but not the other two, xespeciallyx 
the steel wool. That stuff has wiped out more electronics 
equipment than all the RMs who ever served (oops, just kidding, 
suys!). 


73 (and I like RMs, I really do!), 


Paul, K4MSG (ETCM-RET) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 

From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: The ker-ZAPS of youth 

Message-ID: <9508170746.aa21933@jackatak.theporch.com> 


From: NAME: Ken Prentice 

FUNC: OSHAWA TRUCK ASSEMBLY CENTRE 

TEL: 644-3206 <PRENTICEK AT AL AT OSMOA3> 
Jack 


I'm having trouble getting it posted... EDS/VAX..sheesh! 


Not only youth... even old pharts get ZAPPED... 

I once was living in an old farm house that had lightning 
rods on the roof. One day, while cutting the grass, I saw the roll 
of wire from the lightning rods, which had just been laid on the 
ground, (someone elses unfinished job) and decided to move it to 
the cement patio, so I could cut and trim that area. The following 
day, we had a lightning storm and guess what... the house was hit. 
That wasn't so bad, but after the lights inside the house went out, 
I took a flashlight and proceeded to the basement to see why. The 
fuse for the lights had blown, and a carbon flash was arcing to 
ground. Just as I was removing the fuse..guess what.. the house 
was hit again. 

I was sent back to the other side of the room. My wife 
was at the top of the stairs calling me to see if I was alright. 
For some reason, probably shock :-), I could not talk to 
answer her. After a few minutes, I crawled up the stairs. I did 
recover, only after,.. guess what.. the house was hit again, this 
time, blowing the front end of my BA receiver. Talked a blue streak 
then.. 

Today, I pride myself humbly, quietly, low key, that I 
was ‘touched' by the original 'fire' and lived to talk about it. 


The first firebottle was probably lightning hitting 
some sand!! :+) 


Ken Prentice 
prenticek%7188@gmr.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com> 

Subject: Re: Toobs in the News 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508162139.A13358-0100000@netcom21> 


> 

> I saw that piece too. More specifically, he said the tubes aren't 

> avaialbe in the USA any more. I thought Eimac was still making the big 
> tubes here. No??? 

> 

> Where ever they're made, they looked great sitting there glowing away. 


Tony, 

You're right. I stand corrected. But that guy was wrong on another 
count. You CAN get them here. All he's gotta do is look. I don't know 
if Eimac makes them any more or not, but there are so many of them 
around, at least at the fleas in this area. :-) 


73 


Paul WA60KQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Thu Aug 17 22:18:00 1995 
From: SOUNDNMIND@aol.com 

Subject: WT: Drake literature 

Message-ID: <950817152032_77082842@mail04.mail.aol.com> 


I am wanting any and all sales literature, catalogs, service info., on the 
complete drake line to fill holes in my library. 
I also buy drake gear from 1978 vintage forward. 


73 

Dee, W4PNT 

(540) 949-8300 

920B Alexander Ln. 
Waynesboro, Va. 22980 


e-mail: soundnmind@aol.com 


